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.mere was no small degree of excitement in the
Hcctiou of the city south of Grand Htree1 to tUo But-

tery last night, In consequence, first of the entire
lack of gas during the early part of the night ; sec¬
ond, because from eight until eleven the supply
was extremely limited ana looked as though It
xniaHt be exhausted at any moment, and lastly,
in anticipation of the great public incon-
venienue and danger that might follow
la liie event of a complete cessation of
the supply and the inevitable extinguishment of
street lamps that would result. At seven o'clock
the pressure of gas at the Now lork Gas com¬
pany's works was sadly Insufficient, for it was Im¬
possible to light mare than one lamp ont of every
ten, ami at the Post Offlce, the Astor House, the
various newspaper offices, and at sucn plaoes as it
was desirable and necessary to transact niglit
business in there was enly a feeble glimmer of gas¬
light to lie had.
During the afternoon there was no gas whatever

in the New York Company's district except in such
establishments as were supplied by the Mutual,
and the consequence was a great embarrassment
to many branches of trade carried on in basements
and cellars and in the interior rooms of the large
building* where It iB necessary to keep gaslight at
all times.

THERE WAS ALMOST A "CORNER"
in the article of candles and tin candle sockets,
and a large supply was kept on hand and in readi¬
ness for use at the Post Office. It was a rather
curtous spectacle to witness the pursuit of pleas¬
ure under extreme difficulty, as, for example. In
the playing of a game of billiards In a basement bil¬
liard room without gas. Caudles were improvised
and placed In every available position, on
posts and pillars and suspeuded by cords. The
result was a wonderful play of bad light and very
deep Bhade over the surface of the greon-baized
tables, and there was more bad billiard playing,
"scratches" and mis-cues attributed to "the
shadow on the balls" than was ever known before
in a B.ngle day.

TJIK PLATERS PHOT
the lvor> spheres away into the Stygian vacancy at
the other end of the tables, and it was only at in¬
tervals or silence, when the balls were heard to
"click" in the distant gloom, or by having a frleud
with a f«g trumpet located somewhere In the
vtctnlty, thataman could learn whether his ball
had hit anythlug or not. On the counters the
light 'was furnished by candles set in
the necks of bottles, as improvised candlesticks,
and the opportunities for Itcmbrandt pictures
were bcwit«ering both by the general prevalence
and the weird uncertain lights and shadows that
played upon them. To add to all this gloom there
was the lact of a rather overcast sky and a

slight tendency to fogglncss in the atmos¬
phere, njA the prospects for the evening began
to look quite dismal. The streets were wet and
muddy and the sidewalks uneven and crooked, and
the only people who felt reallv Independent on the
question were the street car conductors and the
peauut vendors. Happy mortals! not to be ob¬
liged to depend upon the mismanagement or

any "bloated coRroration"
or the intrigues of any strlklug trade organiza¬
tion. Like the "live wise virgins," they kept their
little kerosene cans well tilled with the Illuminat¬
ing nuld. and snapped their Angers at the outside
world as the shadows of night came on.
From seven o'clock till about eight there were

not more than one-half of the lamps lit in the whole
lower part of the city, but orders had been trans¬
mitted to tho various precincts directing each
patrolman on post to make frequent trials to light
all lamps lound not burning and to similarly essay
those that had been lit but had subsequently been
extinguished.

the Rorons and thuhs
of the metropolis lost a magnificent opportunity
last night, to obliterate about one-third of the po¬
lice lorce by one master stroke ol diabolism.
All that was necessary to be done was
to rub smartly against the officers pockets
and there would have been instant sulphurous
lirultton. tor they each carried halt a dozen boxes
or matches. Shades of the blue-crested Lucifer,
what a chance for vengeance was there ! But it
was lost through the suplneness und ignorance of
..our dangerous (t) classes."

__ ,At eight o'clock the lamps on both sides or
Broadway, from Grand street south to Pearl, were
dark, as well as in the streets diverging Into the
low around eastward of the main thorough-
lare aud In the City Hall Park therewas' a v ist and impressive darkness that
must have looked like Paradise Itseir
to a burglar. On South and West streets the gas
was too feeble In flow to give more than a waving
button ot blue flame, and everv lew minutes even
this seemed suddenly to drop back into the pipe
and set the policemen cursing.

TDK BATONED KNIIiltTS,
with thick boots, and overcoats as cumbcrsom" as
mattresses about their bodies, were poor substi¬
tutes Tor the proverbially active lamplighters; and
iicstdes, the department had lorgotteu to furnish
itiem with ladders and torches. There was no
help ror It but to Dark their shins climbing the
lamp-posts and skin their knuckles strlklug bad
matches against, damp iron frames.

» Look a here," said a burly "cop" to a reporter
near Burling slip, "I've lit that lamp just seven
nines In the last hour, and I've got all them
matches to use vet before I can give up t he Job.TtnVt it a sweet pill T" and he looked gloomily
wross toward the dim, dull outline or the Fulton
ferry house, where everything was equally sombre.
Wherever the lamps did burn It was with a wanconsumpti ve sort of ffame that only made the dark¬

ness yebow and dreary.
OVER THE WHOLE CENTRE

of the district bounded by Grand on1the north.
West Broadway and New Church on the west t>y
Bowling Green and Beaver Th*LTt hemI.., i>Mari und Mauison streets on the t.ast, tnere
was a passable apology for hghtirom eight t^e'ewjo'clock, wnen It again began to fade^out. Outside
these lines It was next to impossible to «pep tn
gas burning. At exactly thirteen minutes to ten
o'clock the lucent element that made

THK CITY HALL CUHJE FACE
radiant with intelligence seemed to'lrop^rougthe cupola as though It was asBamed to fook^uponthe darkling scenes below. The pressure at tne
works was Insufficient to send the *
fluid into the tower, and men in we
streets almost broke the*r necKS
uD iu vain for the lljrht until jihhc4ivm rested on the starless zeti4th »hove
them. Theu the log began to envelope everything,
and there was a glorious prospect that the litne
existing light that seemed to struggle ¦.J"®"windows and lamps would soon be hemmed Into» a
radius 01 six leet from Us sources. And so tne
night wore on, with some improvement In tbe con
dtt Ion or affairs on the night before and a
little promise ror belter things In the future.

T1IK ULOOM IN WAL1 * I RKRT.
.Quite a feeling of alarm and distrust existed

among the bunking establishments 01 wall at reel
aud its nelghfiorhood last night, who feared that a
general raid might be made upon their establish¬
ments by burglars dutlng the night. Captain
Van Duier, 01 the New street police station, made
arrangements to patrol the ward constaatly dor-
ma the hours of <i»rka#sfc Mr. Thomas Sampson,
the detective of the stock Exchange, was engaged
tn a MUiilar manner. A large uuuibor yl extra

watchmen were uho employed withiu ana outaldo
or bankibg establishments.

At til* Sew York Gat Works.
The neighborhood of the New York Oaa Com¬

pany'* works did not, aa watt expected, becomo
the acene of any disorderly conduct on the part of
the strikers. Gathered on tbe corners, distinguish¬
able by the sprig of cedar which adorned their
hats, were to be seen groups of men talking quietly
together or listening to the news of the day as
read by one of tbalr number. It may have
been that they cast an occasional glance
toward the bare column* which surrounded the
empty gas tanks, and chuckled with hearty satis¬
faction as they saw that they neither had nor were
likely to rise to their uaaal height. These hnge
tanks are the palladium ofthe strikers' success, and
upon their rising or remainiug where they are

entirely depends the victory or defeat of their
movement, li tbe company oould by auy possible
means secure men and retarts enough ta fill
the tanks the strikers wonld be routed and
forced to sue lor peace on any terms. The labor Is

not aucn as requires skilled workmen, and the
failure of the Italians ia mainly due to the (act of
their being unaole to understand the orders which
are issued to them by the experienced foremen still
in the service of the company. Far from already
appearing sorry ior the assault upon the gas com¬
pany, the men laugh and joke about the attempt
of the Italians to do their work, amf assert that
..by Wednesday moruing the company will be glad
10 bave Ueui back."

1NHI0K THE BUII.DINO.
The discharged men, to the number of 168, were

paid on yesterdav aiternoon. They received their
money without any manifestations of hostility, and
again resumed their places on the adjacent corners.
The money was paused out to eauh man through
a grated window, and a posse 01 police wore
quartered In an adjacent part of the room. Charles
0. Mowton, Chief Engineer, received the Hkrai.p
reporter, and expreaaed a willingness to show him
over the workB.
"Do you expect to furnish gas all night, Mr.

Mowton f" wus the query of the Hekald man.
"1 am afraid it will not hold out longer than ten

or eleven o'clock, but we are doing our very best.
1 am nearly exhausted lrom anxiety and vexation,

and do hop* that this state of things will not con¬
tinue much longer," answered Mr. Mowton.
In the inner office, t* which tke reporter had

been shown, sat a sergeant of police, who managed
the deployment of his men with great and (ton-
aummate discretion. Three were stationed at the
street door, und by a judicious dlBplay of their
clubs kept the outside rabble in submissive
quietude. The polioe ol the Filth and Fourteenth
precincts alternately did very efficient duty in the
lunch-room and on the street.

IN THK BKTOUT HOCSX.
* Alter the tired chief engineer had completed
some work which 6ccupled his attention, he rose
and couducted the Herald reporter through the
door and Into the great retort-room of the works.
The entrance into these barn-like quarters did not
tend to impress the visitor with any great sense of
the comfort or cheerfulness of the place.
"Do yon see hsw well ventilated this building

is?" said Mr. Mowton, pointing to the nuge open¬
ings in the roo and to the doors of the structure
opening into the yard.
There certainly was no question of ventilation,

but the draught of cold air which struck the re¬
porter's face waa anything but pleasant, it re¬
minded him at once oi the cold, damp workshops
which are so acathlngly condemned in "Put Your¬
self in His I'liree." Certain it is that If too much
ventilation is worse than none, the workmen in
gas houses are sure to find it out and to suffer ac¬
cordingly.
Tbe party passed up to the long row of retorts

on the southern side of Lhc building. A large gang
of laborers, mostly Italians, were seen wheeling up
the coal and drawing and charring tbe coke. They
appeared to perform their work with an intention
or doing it properly, but lrom inexperience and
smallness of stature made only a partial success.
At the windows looking out on Tweuty-tlrst street
several ol the discharged firemen could be seen
deriding and joking the laborera. The great mis¬
take on the part or the new men appeared to be
that the charges were drawn from the retorts
beiore taev were thoroughly baked, and as the gas
winch escaped upon opening the doors was
ignited huge volumeH oi emoke and
flume rolled up almost to the rooi to the terror of
the Italians. The work did not progress with the
expedition or system necessary to the business.
The Chief Engineer did not otfer to conduct tbe re¬
porter to the northern Bide of the works, and by
his actions discouraged any request to be shown
any lurther. There was such a scene or chaos In
the part, of the works which the reporter visited
that it i« only lair to presume that the condition ot
the workmen in the other portions waa even more
demoralized.

AN COLT RUMOR.
The steamer George tiirbcck touched at the com¬

pany's wharf ubout fifteen uiinuies past three in
the aiternoon to land some workmeu. As the ves¬
sel ueared the side or the pier a general rush of tbe
Italian^ in the worka took place. Hastily seizing
their bedding and bundles the descendants of
Dante attempted to board the craft. The scene for
a lew moments was one or the greatest confusion.
The men on board the steamer took up a defensive
position on the gangway and drove back the
men. It is stated on the authority of a police
officer, who was on duty on the wharf and claimed
to have witnessed the scene, that the Captain of
the tug Birbeck drew a revolver ou tho Italians,
ami thus prevented them iroin getting on board.
Up till nightfall a myuber or the Italians were
sitting desolate und lonely on tb<» edge oi the pier,
waiting vainly lor the return of the steamer. The
report that two men weru drowned la pronounced
untrue.

A lurther addition to the force of the New York
Gas Company was received yesterday atteruoon
troui the Metropolitan Gas Company. The latter
sent thirty-throe of their best tlremen to assist the
gangs already at work. New retorts will be opened,
und, with the large force of Germans which will,
in ail probability, be engaged to-day, the supply
may be brought up to the usual standard by Wednes¬
day night.
What tbe Manhattan Company la Pre¬

pared For.
The Vice President of the Manhat tan Gas Com¬

pany was visited yesterday at the office,on tbe cor¬
ner of Irving place and Fifteenth street, by a
Hera i.n reporter, and assured tbe latter that not
the slightest apprehension was had of a general
strike. He said that his company had never yielded
to the dictation of their men, bnt had always shown

a willingness to advance the rate *f wages
whenever they deemed the Increase just. There
existed the most perfect understanding between
the employers and the employed that the company
would not look with any sort of favor upon men
who struck work ror an advance in wages.
The moat thorough discipline existed in
every brunch of tbelr business. Each foreman
was held directly responsible for tbe men
nuder his immediate control. Tbe engineer
or superintendent were alike supreme, and the
men were at oace given to understand that the
commands of their immediate superiors were law
while tbev remained in the employ or the company.
The men now at work had been Importuned by the
Btrlker* te join them, bur, so far as was known, did
not manifest the least desire whatever to do so. It
was safe to state that should every man strike to-day
neither the consumers nor the city would suffer for
oue hour rrom the loss of gas. Arrangements had
been perfected when the strike was first antici¬
pated by wnich the places of every man who should
now desert the company could be sup¬
plied. Kegarding the assertion that the
occupation of a fireman or helper In tbe
gas works waa an unhealthy business, the Vice Pres¬
ident said that they hod men in their employ who
had been with them for nearly thirty years. The
sudden changes or temperature might be injurious
to those affected with lung diaeaaea, but the lire
waa certainly not. to be compared to that or a
aallor for severity or hardship. Always under
caver, the men were not compelled to quit work
when the rain or snow fell. It waa true that the
day's work seemed long, but the number of hours
ol actual labor did not average more than live
to six. True, It. was necessary that the retorts
should not be left uncared for, bnt when they were
onceiall ihe men could sit down to rest and smoke.
The Ores had to be raked occasionally, but tbe
actual amount of manual laoor required waa
grossly exaggerated, lie declined to say anything
regarding the causes which had led to the unpleas¬
ant predicament in wblch the New York Gas Com¬
pany hLds itaell.

At the Mutnal Oaa Worlta
the meu were going regularly on wltb their work,
and the officers were in the very best of spirits re¬

garding the fidelity or their employes. The chief
engineer kindlv conducted the Hkrald reporter
through the works, and found the manulacture of
gas progressing with tbe usual rapidity. The doorsof
the works were open und the man came and went
as their busineas necessitated. This company fur¬
nished gaa on bunday and last evening to many
offices in the dark district. The policy of the
superintendent seems to be to treat the employed
as men and to expect, them to do their duty.
Nearly all the men are married and have iamiliea.

Statement of Mr. Evcrllt, Prealdcnt of
the New York Oaa Company.

A Herald repicaentatlve called on the President
of the New York Gaa Company yesterday after¬
noon, at the company's office in Hester street.
Mr. Eveiltt gave a very clear aiatcment of tbe
company'a difficulties. He aald that tno public
hardly understood the nature of the pres¬
ent strike or other emharraaaments to
which the company was subjected. During
the past year the gasmen had struck Tor the eight
hour system. The company acceded to their de¬
mands. and paid them the aame wagea tor two-

t birds of their former labor, wheu it waa round
necessary to put on a third gang of men, and
the expense waa increased filty per cent thereby.
Then the lucreaaed price of coal came, and these
two [»qta taken together made tbe cvouHUur unable

to meet their engagements with the public. He
.tated that tUe report* of the strike had been

mainly sensational, and. in referring to the tane of
the press, said it was singular that the strikers
here Beemed to have the entire sympathy of the
newspaper*, while in London, during the same
troubles, tho joarnato were all opposed to the ac¬
tion of tli" gasmen. He apprehended no serious
embarrassment Irani the present ceudltiou of
affaire. The* had obtained

4 LAKUK KOBCK OP TUB ITALIANS
who were betug maintained at the expense of the
Mate, and these snojects had gone reaully to work.
The had provided them with quarters and
food hi"' would pay thou reasonable wages. Of
course some difltoulty had been experleuced in
setting these men to work In a depart¬
ment of labor where they were complete
novices, yet he had been surprised at their
aptitude (or the business. An interpreter
was kept on hand in the gas works to
Instruct them in all their duties. Gas making did
not require skilled labor, only a certain amouut of
tacc. The men worked In benches of six, with

a fireman, and their duties, were to fill the retorts
with coal, and after the gas had been ex¬
tracted to reuiove the retnse and cart It away,
No danger attended any of these operations,
and a lew days would sufUce to teach the
men all the expert ness needed. A fire¬
man received $3 26 a day, a helper $2 50. The
Italians were kept secluded trom the strikers, and
were housed on the company's grounds In order
that they might not bo reached either by ontside
Tiolence or interference. To-day we thought less
than one-hall of the usual quantity oi gus would be
manufactured, but to-morrow the quantity would
increase, and Hy the middle of the week the public
won Id suiter no lurther inconvenient* .¦. The com¬
pany would not under any circumstances again
receive these old men inte lis employ. On
former strikes their action had been ourious.
When the company gave the men

l'UK KlliHT HOI KS
they demanded, It did not oporatc satisfactorily,
and a jealousy existing among diiTerent gangs >r
workmen niailo It »-asv for the company to come
bnck to twelve hours aud the same wages. Nearly
every company in the city had tried the eight-hour
system, but in all attempts it had been a fruitless
reform. Mr. Everett stated, furthermore, that It
was not contemplated to encourage these
movements In the future by any acquiescent ac¬
tion on the part ofthe company. The present exper¬iment had proven that It was not necessary to run
the works at the dictation of the employes, aud it
would probably be a salutary lesson to them. lTp
to the present time the strikers had been orderly
aud quiot.
Statement of the Secretary of the metro¬

politan Company.
A Hkkald rep reson ta live called at the Metro¬

politan Building, Forty-second street and Kroad.
way, and found the President out, bnt was
answered by the Secretary and Superintendent
that all was working quietly and as
usual In tholr gas district. The men
were satisfied with the terms of their
employment and not the slightest symptom of dis¬
content was visible. The firemen received IS .'>0
per day and the helpers $3 per day. The Metropoli¬
tan Company had tried the eight-hour system, but
had tound that it was utterly Impracticable,
and the men had willingly returned to
their former status. The Superintendent, a
jolly little man of Teutonic origin, had
just arrived from the works, and bo happy was he
with the state of affairs there that all the radiance
that could be produced by a lull gasometer was
beaming on his lace. It was thoroughly evident,
from the conversation on the subject, the gas
caiupanlcs are all pulling together and are deter¬
mined to fight, the men with all the power of their
huge monopolies.

Statement of the Gasmen.
A TIkkam) representative endeavored to procure
a statement from the id!lug gusmea on First ave¬

nues, In front of the works, during (lie afternoon of
yesterday. One highly excitable striker waved off
the reporter with great importance and demanded
to see his badge.
"I have no badge."
"Then you're no reporthcr!"
"But Iain!"
"I say every roporther in York has a badge, and

ye'll get no statement."
Another man, with the green sprig in his hat, was

more confiding and conducted the Herald repre¬
sentative to the Gasmen's Hall, corner of Twenty-
Bccond street and First avenue, where he found
about twe hundred men locked in, deliberating in

a very quiet manner upon their future plans. The
Secretary, a very intelligent man, came to the reur
end of the hull and made the following stutemcut

"WE A.RE NOT dblNO TO WORE

again, except under the eight hour system, and
have decided upon the point. No circumstances
will make us waver. We can stand a strike of
months, and we luteal to do it. We are now

holding meetings, quietly discussing our plans,
and we intend to act like law-abiding
citizens, whllo tirraly maintaining our rights
to lie adequately compensated for our
severe and exhausting toil. This is a duty we owe
as much to our wives aud children as we do to our¬
selves. A man has just made a powerful speech
against violence, and as we arc thoroughly or¬
ganized and as the men are serious and sot>er
you need fear no disturbance of the peace. The ad¬
vice of the Hfrai.d this morning counselling us to
commit no acts which cau be condemned will be
strictly followed. The entire responsibility of the
strike'we intend to pluce on the shoulders of the
company. We claim and we prove that we have
been badly treated; thus, while zealously and
obediently performing our dally work, which is very
exacting an* unhealthy, the company has failed
ta keep its promises, and has maintained that a
gasman did no skilled labor. We affirm that the
work o£ a gasman Is skilled lanor, aud that at the
end or twelve months a man could net. do more
then than the brutal part. The companies are
rich, and all we have to do is not to work for
them. To show you how the New York
Company has acted, we know that agents
have been out all day treating German
laborers to lager beer, then Inducing them to go
inside the works, and then not permitting them to
leave. Those who have strnck number 182, and
they receive |2 60 to 25 per day. Wo do not
know what they pay the Italians, but It will now
take three men where it formerly took two men to
accomplish the same work. Our labour was very
exhausting. Many died, and new many of

THE OI.D 11AND.S ARB SICK,
and when sickness comes the sufferer is almost
sure to die. To work twelve hoars in a gas factory
teilft on a man very soon. Often it in more than
twelve hours; sometimes reaching as high as thir¬
teen hours a day. When we go home we eat our
dinners and then go to bed, but are too tired to
sleep. Tnis geing on lrom day to day wears us out,
till we nually come to our melancholy rate. A
glance at the gasmen in the hall confirmed this
story, for the fhces of the men were haggard, sad
and disconsolate.) For a long time we have been
planning among ourselves practical measures
of relief. Last Spring delegates from all
the works assembled and organized this
Tnlon. The Metropolitan and New York Com¬
panies granted us the eight hours and
we resumed labor. The Manhattan Company
had employed eld men to do the sweeping and
light work, and the company promised these men
$la day extra If they would not strike. Other
men were bribed, aid even some of the employes
Who were getting old were assured that
they would be kept for life. The men's
feelings were werted upon and when It
came to a decision on the sth or Jnne
the company carried its point. The President
promised them 91 a day extra for a year. In the
New York Company after the strike of the 8th of
June the men were Anally induced to relinquish
their eight-hour system by a promise or extra pay
of $1, but the extra pay was not continued.

THE MEN WEKE OPPRESSED
by the foreman, and the companies boasted that
they would spend $3,000,000 to break up all strikes
among gasmen. It was February when we were
notified to xive up the eight hour system, in the
inidst of Winter, when we were assured that cold
was in our midst, that our wires and children would
become beggars ror their dally bread, and that we
woald become Idlers in the streets. The inen
were frightened into acquiescence and were prom¬
ised seventy-five cents a day extra wages ; but the
next week it was taken away, finally, some of the
papers say that this is a faction light ; but such is
not true. Wo have struck because we have mib-
mitted to tho fickle course of the company until
its vacillation has brought hunger and misery to
our firesides and sickness and death to our¬
selves.

The Moral of the Gas Strike
is this:.The companies, by once acceding to the
demands of the men in granting them the cl^ht-
hour system, and in afterwards breaking faith with
them, have virtually become responsible for the
present strike. They recognized the Justice
or the eight-hour system in consenting
to adopt it, and then trifled with
the men, and at last broke their direct pledges in
returuiug to the rule oi twelve hours' labor per
day. ir they had never taken their original action,
or had not been notified that the present strike
wa« Inevitable, then Ithey wonld not be holden lor
the present disagreeable gas crisis. It Is just as
difficult to redaco the wa*ies or men In a particular
trade, or prolong their time of labor lour hours
a day, as it Is to take away the ballot
irom a newly enfranchised class or citizens. There
Is no doubt, rrom toe inspections made yesterday,
that the labor Is severe aud unhealthy, and that
the gasmen are a hard-working, sober body of
men, upon whom the city depends for its nightly
consumption oi gas. At the Fast Hiver Works the
people in charge were not too willing to
have their operations Investigated, and they
behaved in a very "diplomatic" manner, while al¬
ways courteous. The Inference was that there was
something concealed which they did not care to
have ventilated.
There is one phase of the movement which Is

worthy of the attention, or those studying indus¬
trial questions.that the Italians have again been
takeu rrom the care of the State, and over one hnn-
dred or them placed In an employment where they
will kc ahle to earn tbatr own bread and raiment.
Ward's island iiuia utyiveta t«rrv{ to "strywj*"'

THE ATLANTIC CRIME.
Scenes at Meagher's Head and

at the. Wreck.

THE SPECTACLE ON SHORE.

A Herald Correspondent with the
Divers in the Ship.

DOWN AMONG THE DEAD.

A Terrible and Heartrending Sight
Underneath the Sea,

A FEMALE SAILOR.

StrangeRomance ofthe Dis¬
aster Without a Sequel.

THE INVESTIGATION.

Contradictory Testimony of the
Officers of the Atlantic.

INDIGNATION AT HALIFAX.

The White Star Astonished at the
Captain's Statements.

IlAMPAX, April 7, 1873.
The mantle of mourning still darkens thin agon¬

ized anil staid old-fashioned city. The very air
Hoemn to be lull of death, the streets lull of mourn¬
ers, and the hotels crowded with tne anzlous and
sorrowful friends or those who were sent so sum¬
marily to their final account through the Incompe¬
tency of the Captain of the Ill-fated steamer At¬
lantic. The Heiuld reporters, with their
special steamer, have cruised around and
watched the wreck and the surrounding
scenes almost from the moment of tho terrible
calamity. Notwithstanding the weather has been
clear and calm ever since the eventful disaster, the
monster ship with all her Btrengtli has slowly and
constantly drifted to pieces. Divers, though, have
worked their best and have recovered hundreds of
the bodies of the unfortunate victims. l'o look
tipon the position of tho sunken hull It becomes
more and more incomprehensible how it was
possible lor the vessel to have been driven In
where she now lies. It is the opinion of the fisher¬
men of the locality that she struck on tfcc Grampus
Reef about half a mile east of the scene, and ran
along the reels until she brought up against the
latal rock. She Is lying on her port side, well un¬
der water from amidships; tho hull Is
almost abreast of the reef and forms a
sort of breakwater between It and tho shore
of the lBland, which appears only about forty yards
01T. All that portion of tho hull from the lorward
hatch is severed as completely as If It had been
cut with some ploce of machinery. Tho sea litis
caused It to forge ahead thirty leet or ao, leaving a

gap or passage way, where the small boats are

continually running lu and out and carrying
curloalty seekers from the shore to the wreck and
back.

TnK FATAL UOCK
looks close enough for one to leap on to It from the
lorward part of the hull. It is a small rock, or
rather that portion of It which was above water,
scarcely thirty square feet, and upon this two hun¬
dred or more human beings stood for two or three
hours, until rescued by boats from the main land.
Volumes and volumes of harrowing incidents
niigkt be written of heroism ub well as of
cruelty and luhumunlty ; but no pen can ever con¬

vey the falnteBt Idea ol the ghastly spectacle which
at this very moment exists on the shore at the
scene of the awlul disaster. This afternoon and
yesterday several of the fishermen, who have !>ecn
engaged in the sad business, carried the bodies up
the bank and laid them on the grassy knoll where
the other bodies had been laying. The visitor*
crowded around and gazed mournfully upon the
pad sight. Many could not stand It and turned
away rrom the place which has appro prlately been
called

.the mix of nEATn."
Others lift tlicir hats, and with reverential awe

step lightly along, as if afraid to awake those who
are sleeping their last sleep. Tho bodies were
those of Bteerage passengers, and most of them
were females. One young woman was particularly
handsome, and looked as natural as if sho had died
peacefully and calm. She was a line featured
young woman, beautiful, no doubt, In life. Her
name was Bennett, and she had a through
ticket for Boston. Her scapulars and beads
were left on her neck when her name
was entered in a book by Squire Kjau. On the
body of one man thirty-six sovereigns were fouud,
and upon that of another twenty. All the men
and many of the women had valuables, such as

gold rings, brooches, money and- watches. The
magistrate and those who wero assisting him la
searching the remains said tnat the bodies found
yesterday had more property on them than all the
rest who had been burled, except the body of Mrs.
Davidson, wliich was recovered on Saturday oven-

ing. One of
THE ROMANTIC tSCIPKNTR

of ttais terrlblo calamity has been the discovery
that oue or the men, a common sailor, a ud oue |
whose life was sacriOccd in efforts to save others,
was a young woman of atiout twenty or twenty.five
years of age. Her sex was not known nntil the
body was washed ashore and the rude clothing
removed preparatory for burial. She had served
as a common sailor for three voyages, and was a

favorite Rhlpmato with all. She Is described
as having fewer of the vices Incident to a

sailor's life than Is nsual, but she was, neverthe¬
less, as Jolly an old tar as any of them. One of tho
survivors or the crew in speaking of her remarked,
"1 didn't know Bill was a woman. He used to take
his liquor as regular as any of ns, and was

always begging and stealing tobacco. He was a

good fellow, though, and I am sorry he wo*

a woman." The moat singular part of the whole

story Is that the woman was an American, and
was about the only one oi that nationality t>eloug-
iugto the crew. Who she was and where she
came from, and her motive for leadiug such a

strange life of hardship, never wan and never will
be fully known.

All along the coast, a rew rods back from tho
shore, aro hundreds of rude, plain, nnpainted
cotllns. piled up In a hideous, conglomerated mass.

In front are long lines of dead men, women and
children, in all the various positions which result
from sudden death. There was a woman with
Ucr handB clasped In prayer and a peace-
rul expression upon her face; then a

man who had evidently perished In terrible agony ;
then, most heartrending of all, a little girl staring
slghtleaa ; a nabe with Itn arms clasped a|>out the

neck of its mother, and the .lead woman clluglng to

her child so firmly that they had not bton parted,
was but oue ol the many segues which made stroug
men wccpONJ! vgKT rtAstisoMF. woman, j
with long, flowing dark hair, had died seemingly
lu the effort to screen her beautiful person irom

rude gaze. Almost her only raiment was a nlylit
wrapper, and that wan clutched about her person.
Anotherwoman, lying still and stark, was In tho

very wet of booking l>tf drcjo wnpn death Q>er-

took her. An old man had oue arm raised, and the
other hand, grasping a purse containing nrtoen
sovereigns, had been wrenched from It. The grasp
of the dead almost defied that of the living.

TUB EXAMINATION OF THB BODIES
as they came aahore was conducted in a very loose
way. Frequently considerable sums of money
would be taken, aid before the record was half
made the magistrate in charge would be examining
the next body. This method of procedure became
so criminally careless as to excite the Indignant
protest of several New York gentlemen who were
present to look after the bodies of friends. The sad
work proceeded under the direction of an Island
magistrate and a lew equally Incompetent assist¬
ants. In the meantime the Dominion revenue
steamer Lady Head lay quietly at her wharf in Hal¬
ifax. Brutes in human form were drinking and quar-
rolltng upon the rocks, and two of them who were
fighting fell into the Bea. Two regiments of sol¬
diers wero idling about Halifax, and their officers
strutting in the streets. Ho far there has been

A DI90RACBPUL LACK OP SYSTEM
and organized effort In protecting property and
caring lor the dead. The company's ageuts and
Captain Williams dirt not even reach tho scene on
Sunday, anil wore indebted to the Herald's tug
to tow them back when they were found becalmed
half way to the wreck.
Every lucomlng train and steamer brings mourn¬

ing friends in search of tho bodies of their beloved.
Many havo been recovered, identified and for¬
warded to tucir homes, but hundreds still remain
drifting and shifting around with tho cargo inside
the staterooms and compartments of the
ill-fateu steamer, W. P. Scryinner, of New
York, who arrived Friday night, to forward
tho bodies of his brother-tn-law, W. H.
Merrltt, aud of his niece, Miss Merritt,
Is still here awaiting the recovery of tho body of
Mrs. Merritt. Mr. Christian, who lives near the
scene ol the wreck and took charge of the effects
of Mr. Merritt, which were supposed to be lost,
called npon and restored thorn to Mr. Scrymser
this evenlag. They consisted of a gold watch and
chain, which he was bringing fts a present lor a

Now York friend ; also a couplc of rings, a pocket
knife, some pieces of money and a bunch of keys.
THE IIKHALD CORRESPONDENT IN THE HOI.D OF TUB

VESSEL.
Anxious to obtain a view of the ship below the

water, tho Herald correspondent procured a

diving suit, with the permission and under the
direction of the wrecker and divers who were at
work upon the hull, and descended into the interior
of the wreck. The waters were clear and every
object plaiuly visible around tho ship where she
lay on the reef. It was the flrst time
for tho correspondent to seek information
beneatn the waters, and the sensation is
almost indescribable. The air from above, which
is furnished through the rubber tube, comes with

a hissing sound, producing a strange feeling. I
shudder at the thought of being immersed so

deeply, and how slight an accident would Insure
instant destruction. All around the objects
looked weird-like; the glasses In the
casque magnifying the already bloated
forma Into twice their size. The waters
are very cold, and a chilly feeling
creeps over me at flrst^but ns I proceed It wears

away and I enter upon the task I have undertaken
with more nerve than I fancied 1 possessed. The im¬
mense hull lies well down on the port side, which Is
brokon in several pluces from contact with the reef.
Fish wore swimming around eagerly devourlun the
purticles 01 food which are to be picked up. Tick¬
ing my way towards the hull 1 catch hold of a

rope and scramble up the deck. The place where
I havo descended Is whero the ship parted, and a

sectional view of the hull and cargo Is obtained.
The forward hatch is open and I peer down the
hold.

oil! WU AT A SPECTACLE
is presented 1 The cargo has broken bulk and
lays heaped up In a confuted mass; bodies of
men and women, bruised and torn, were jammed
among the cases and crates. It Is a horrible sight
to look upon, and the magnifying power of the orbs
through which 1 gaze upon It renders it all the
more horrible. Fishes swim in und out among
the bodies and boxes, feasting npon the
bodies of the dead. Limbs are strewn around,
having broken off from the body from the continual
action of the waters, which, when aglrated, drive
agaiust the ugly pieces of the broken hall that
stick up here and render my movemeuts very
hazardous. Having seen enough of this part of
the sunken horror Iprocoed towards one of

the stkrkaoe cabins,
the one where all the women and children were
drowned as they lay in their bunks. Scrambling
along the deck, guided by the rope rrom above, aud
assisted by one of the divers who has undertaken
to conduct me through the wreck, I reach the com¬

panion way. If the sight in the hold amoug the
cargo was horrible, the one that now met my gaze
was ten times more so. There, lying in an immense
heap, were a hundred or more bodies. They looked
for all the world as If they were alive, with arms

dislocated, eyes staring wildly, faces grinning as It
were at you and moving backward and forward with
tho under-current; some were dressed, mauy were
half nude, children were cllnginir 10 their mothers
and stout men were clasping their wives and seem¬

ing as ll they met their fate with calm resignation.
No description of the bodies brought to the
surface could convey an Idea of the horrid sight in
that cabin. I close niy eyes and motion to my
conductor my readiness to leave. I have seen

enough In that charnel house, the recollection of
which will never fade. My conductor motions me
towards the steerage cabin, where the men
were by themselves and where th».re was

sack a rush for the companion way. Peer¬
ing down into that cabin 1 saw a

similar picture of death. Bodle^ of stalwart men,
obi and young, were hustjed together on the stair¬
way. giving.from their dtst'ended nostrils, gaping
mouths and staring, glassy eyes.some conception
of the terror which seized them as thoy vainly
struggled to reach the dock, but were prevented
by the waves which swept over the ship as she
heeled over and lllled the cabin. From another
part of tho vesacl I obtained a view of

tub sleeping apartment.
Here, piled up In heaps on the port side, were

numbers of bodies of men, and strewn among
them bed clothing of one kind and another. From
continual knocking against the stauchlons and
sharp, jagged woodwork which Is splintered aud
broken from the linings of the bunks, the faces and
limbs of these dead are more ghastly than any I
have ever seeu. Imagination cannot picture any¬
thing more terrible than what was in this

compartment. The flesh Is torn from the faces of
many of tho dead ; others again are bruised and
battered about their heads and faces, which are

red and bloody, and In striking contrast to the
pale, livid features of others which the action of
the waters has not disturbed. While I stand
here .another of the divers descends and com¬

mences to send up some of the bodies,
lie, however, is mere intent upon secur¬

ing the cargo than sending up the bodies,
and only does so now to gain access to some Boxes
ami trunks which are lying beneath them. Hav¬
ing seen enough of the horrors t>eneath the water
on that fatal reef.horrors of the deep which will
never bfc erased Irom my vision. 1 decided to go
alsive, and motioned accordingly to the men who
were above In the boat, and, pumping down to me
the necessary supply of air to sustain life. In a few
minutes I was once more at the surrace gazing upon
the light or heaven and experiencing » sensation
ol relief at having left the chamber# of death in
the cabins of the ill-fated Atlantic.

above the waters aoain.

For some time I could scarcely realize that 1 was
above the water. Below everything nad a greenish
hue, and as tho sunlight struck across my eyes I
experienced a stranae emotion about them. Al¬
though the undertaking was a hazardous one and
tnc scenes below appalling, It Is well 1 went clown
and aai thu* en.ibied to convey feebly to the
Hfualo readers something of an bleu of the hid¬
den scenes of a caiaiBSty which Has caused the
whole world to inour^.

¦ IDNIflHT.
Tho last steamer of tnc Hkrai.p fleet which will

come up from the scene, oi the Atlantic wreck to¬

night has just arrived. The divers had ceased
work when she lea, but If the weather Is fair thej
will resume at dajflght in the morning. Only the
bodlvs ol steer#** paaseugej* w«ro rewvQre^ to.

(lay, about twenty In all. and titer were hurled (Mi
the shore in *0011 as they could be prepared
coffined. A considerable quantity of

THB CAK'IO
was recovered, bnt In a damaged and MmosC
worthies# condition. Wreckers and thieves whs
have for several <l*ys hovered around the acentf
and plundered what they could are being rapidly
brought to grler since the arrival from New YorC
of Mr. Penuell, the White Star Company's repre-
(tentative. The local agents of the coin*
panjr had clone nothing whatever In th*
way of caring for, recovering or protecting bodto*
or cargo, and the local Provincial and Domini >«
governments were eqnally Indifferent until ntlrrodl
up Dy the New York attach** of the line and Cap¬
tain Merrltt, the representative of the New Yorlc
Wrecking Company. Be has employed all that
divers to be had here, and others are now on their;
way to the wreck from New York, Roston and i>e.

trolt, and will probably be at work dnrlng thfll
week. All this. It will be seen, Is In cnmmendnMa
contrast with the apathy or Indifference of the
agents here, who have done nothing whatever In »h«
way of securing divers, notwithstanding their in¬
structions to ao so from the New York agent**
On Sunday, the day when the weather and every-,
thing was favorable for the operations of gather-,
Ing up the unfortunate victims from their watery
graves, the only representative of the company
present was a steward and one of his waiters.
The only steam tug In the harbor was chartered
by the Ukkai.d correspondent and the Whit*
Star line agents here or their representatives
secured a sailing vessel. The ITkrald tug went
down, and when returning in the evening waa
hailed by the becalmed schooner. On boara of he»
was Captain Williams and other representatives <>(
the company, on their way to the wreck. Th*
Herald tug came up to the city and was after¬
wards permitted to return and bring up the sailing
vessel and her passengers, but they did not arrlvtt
In Halifax until nearly three o'clock this morning.
TH* COMl'ANT ASTON IS TIRO AT TIIK CAPTAIN'®

STATBURNT.
It Is said to-night that, the White Stil

Company are astonished and dumbfounded at
the statement made by Captain Williams in the
Investigation. The story of an Insufficiency of
coal, it is said, is simply rldlculons, and that sha
had enough to last for thirty days. This only
revives the old questions of what brought the
steamer to Halifax, and If she ^r:i*
coming here, how was it that sack
an lncomprenenslnle blunder was made as to
canse this terrible disaster t The farce of an invea.
tigation will probably end to-morrow, and the sur¬
vivors of the crew will sail for Liverpool on th«
Cnnard line steamer which leaves here at noon.
The investigation Is still progressing this evening
in the Parliament building. Great Interest is mani¬
fested, and eager crowds surround and throng the
building.
The examination or the qnartermasfers was con*

tinned. Mr. Thomas, who was on duty when thai
alarm was given, testified most emphatically thai
Captain Williams and second officer Metcair wer«j
not 011 the bridge at the time. He supposed that
Mie cry of breakers meant tlQld Ice, but ran to the
teTegraph and pnt the wheel hard to starboard. N«
ar the Investigation has failed to elicit but few im¬
portant facts, and

TIIK KV7DKNCK OK THK OFTfCKRS
is decidedly conflicting. The examination failed
to inspire profound respect, so far as it has been
conducted. Lawyers seem more anxious t<a

display their skill at pettifogging, than to

elicit truths, for which the world Is waiting, id
connection with this most shocking aflfoir*
Captain Williams watches the evidence closcly, and
takes notes. The populace stare at Itin
angrily, aad whispers of Indignation arc numerous
and expressive, even at the hotel. On the street
and everywhere wbcro he appears In public he ia

shunned, scorned or abused. He told the Hrkai.h
reporter to-night that it seemed as If he hadu't ¦
lrlend In the world ; that no one seemed to stlcM
by t)lm. "It Is,'1 he said, "as If I was going on 4
jonrney to the grave.no one wants to accompany
me."

THE STJEVIVOES IN NEW YO2K.

Most of Them Leaving the t'lty.Erlf Oft
fern Thrm Fru Paiaagr.A Coaaulafl
Claim for Indemnity Prolmbto.
The survivors of the wreck of the Atlantic, whe

arrived in this city on Sunday last, have nearly all
lift the city by various routes for their destina¬
tions, the majority or them travelling over the Erie
Hallway to the West. In all probability they wlU
be all provided for by to-morrow. Quite a numbel
of them visited the otllces of the White Star Com«
pany and bad interviews with the officer*
regarding the question whether the companjf
will do anything to recompense them fot
the loss of their effects; but no result
was reached. Most of the men bad vory little in
the way of money and valuables with them in the
ship, and a large proportion of them concluded uot
to lose tlrno in any attempt to obtain a settlement,
and expressed their desire to be forwarded imme¬
diately to their luture homes.
Yesterday the following despatch was transmit¬

ted t» ticket agents of the Erie Hallway:.
I'lease advise the press that the Erie Railway

Company will cbeerluily give iree transportation
over its lines to all persons saved from the Atlan¬
tic who may wish to g>> West and who will present
the personal certificate of J. Hyde Sparks, agent
Wuite Star line, at our ticket eitlce, -.'41 Broadway*
or at Castle Harden. JNO. K. ABBOTT,

General Passenger Agent Erie Kailway.
Abont thirty of the survivors left this city yester¬

day afternoon by the New York Central, and.
altogether, abont seventy-five remain at Cas¬
tle Garden. Some eighteen or twenty of the
shipwrecked men, Swedes and Norwegians,
called yesterday afternoon at the office*
of Mr. Christian B'irs, Consul of the Kingdom ol
Norway aud Sweden, at No. 18 Exchange place.
Consul B'irs took the statements of the men, and*
subsequently, set on foot for them a subscription
list. The result was thnt thout three handred
dollars were raised and divided araang them, mak¬
ing a quota of about fifteen dollars each. Most of
them went to Wisconsin and Minnesota. About
thirty ol them lclt on Sunday night without calling
on the Consul, and he has telegraphed to tlia
Swedish Consul in Cbicago to Intercept them ami
take their declarations. In all probabtlttv a claim
on behalf or the men will be put In through the
Consul for indemnity by the company.
The statement or Captain Williams, as regards

coal andprovisions, Is discredited by the manage, «
of the White Star line, who affirm that the steamer
left Liverpool with ««7 tons coal, which on the ave¬

rage consumption was enough for over seventeen
days. The New Yark agent has also m
cable despatch that of provisions thera
was on board a supply for thlrty-twe
days, with enough of other stores for passage
.nt and home. The quantity a« well as the quality
are. they say, strictly examined* on all vessel*
carrvlng emigrants by government offieers liefore
they are permitted to leave a British port. As an
Investigation Is to i»e held as soon as |x>*slbie uc
Liverpool, under the auspices of the British Hoiint
of Trade, the truth of captain Williams' statement
will 110 doubt be ascertained.

How the Paiitngcr* Were Treated.
Monday, April 7, 1873.

To rns Editor op tdb Herald:.

We, the undersigned unfortnnate passengers o«
board the Atlantic steam&liip. arrived in New YorC
yesterday, after Buffering untold misery daring tti#

pant week. We are among those who crossed om
the rape to the rock and remained there several
hours. After staying on the island some time w«
went to Halifax. There we were very well treated*
and the inhabitants gave us clothing and noarisa*
ment. The agents ef the White Star lino did
nothing for us whatever, but left us to our fate.
Captain Williams had promised to rake care 01 u*

In Hallux. When we gut there he did not even
recognize us and forgot ail his promise*. W«
started on the steamer Kalmouth trom Halifax f<>^
Portland, and cume on thence by rail to Boston,
and ttnally to this city by tne Kali River Imej
The tickets we bad were issued to ns by thf*
Nova Scotia government, in no way did th«*
axents of the White star line approach us or oiler
to help us. When in New York we remained at
Castle (tardea some time and bad dinner at bail
past three on Sunday. Nlnce that time we hav«
tasted no ment. All they nave us was some drjf
bread and uilik. We went to the orllce oi the wiui<>
star lint- this morning and ma:e«t our caai.mat
our muner, clothing snd toois had iK-en lust o«
board the' Atlantic ind that w- had nothing iu th*
world. Mr. sparks told us that he cnuid do uothiwr

1 tor u< but give us *i each, one of the runtx-t * .(
the White star line took us dewu to the I'eunsvi.
vaala Ksllroad depot and Mr. Sparks had told m
that ho would take care of lis. But when we goi t«
tne depot t tie runner toek iist^v the hand and said*
"Don't miss the train. i»oy*; take care of yoar»
selves," and left us. We hito nothing but $j each
to go on to Chicago an<l were otherwise totalis
destitute.
We want to knew wtr»t to do. We are totali*

destitute, and '.he Wtnte star Hue onght to replaea
what wif fcavo ioai, iff p^t i»i it, We Uato tiad u%


